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Qut of the slow growth of magazine science fiction in the
early 1930%s there gradually arose a desire amongst some
readers, particularly in U.S.A., o discuss the more scientific
aspects suggested in some of the stories. To encourage this
form of “scientific” discussion the magazine publishers of
those days included letter columns at the back of their
magazines. While the criticisms were often caustic, they
did begin to show a form of construction and helped the
puhlisher to mould his magazine along the lines most
generally liked.

Tt was but a short step 10 several readers in a large town or
city getting together to discuss their favourite literature,
form a regular meeting, then begin to correspond with other
readers whose names appeared in the letter columns.  As
small groups began to form in America (and afterwards in
Great Britain where the U.S. magazines were reaching the
market many months later), 4 desire was born to produce
some kind of monthly magazine devoted to individual club
news and send it to other clubs. This idea was fostered by
Hugo Gernsbzack, the enterprising publisher who had started
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